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Navigating the EU chemicals legislation framework

→ Manufacturing, using, 
distributing or selling 
chemicals means complying 
with EU law – often with 
several pieces of legislation

→ Complex information, time 
consuming and costly to 
explore
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Need for a navigator that helps identifying which pieces of legislation apply to 
each substance



EUCLEF
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What is EUCLEF (European Union Chemicals Legislation Finder)?

Search engines for regulatory information on chemicals enabling companies, 
especially SMEs, to find out how their substances are being regulated in the 
EU and what legal obligations they have.

It is funded by COSME and powered by ECHA
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Why EUCLEF?

It is easy 
to 

navigate

Provides an 
overview of 
all legislation 
relevant to 

your 
substance

Gives more 
regulatory 

clarity to your 
business

It is 
comprehensiv
e and free-of-

charge

Contained in a
single portal 

with access to a 
dedicated 
helpdesk  

service 

Integrated in 
our chemicals 
database –
available 

24/7 on our 
website
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EUCLEF adds 51 laws outside of ECHA’s remit via a 
Contribution agreement with COM and it is fully 
integrated into ECHA's chemical's database

Public information on chemicals

• ECHA is mandated by law to make 
information available from its 
chemical's database

• Substance-centred approach

• Data from EU legislations under 
ECHA's remit (REACH, CLP, BPR, PIC, 
POPs, WFD) 



EUCLEF
Version 1.1 +1.2
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Pieces of legislation: categories



The journey

• Continuous development from 
2018 to 2021

• Currently in maintenance mode

2015
Expressed 

needs from 
stakeholders

2017
Feasibility study

March 2020
EUCLEF 

go-live 35 laws

March 2021
Addition of 16 

laws

Mid 2021 
Strategic 

assessment

Beyond 2021

Mandate to 
maintain 

EUCLEF as-is, 
no expansion, 

no major 
development
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Main features and Use cases



• Search for chemicals: covers searches for substance data provided 
in the EUCLEF datasets and allows to search for the regulatory data under 
each of the EUCLEF legislations

• View Legislation List data/obligations: covers the display of 
information on the legislation lists and their substance obligation content

• View Legislation Information (Legislation Profile and List of all 
EUCLEF legislations)

• View Substance Information/Infocards

• Export/Download Regulatory data (lists)
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EUCLEF and ECHA’s chemicals 
database



Legislation profile
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Integration



Helpdesk
Technical and regulatory support

• Technical issues with EUCLEF

• Regulatory questions (clarification, 
obligations, etc.)
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ECHA’s regulatory support service: Questions on laws under ECHA's 

remit (REACH, CLP, BPR, PIC, POPs, WFD).



Fast facts about EUCLEF

Most consulted laws in 2022

▪ Cosmetic Products Regulation

▪ RoHS - Restriction of Hazardous Substances in 
Electrical & Electronic Equipment Directive

▪ CMD - Carcinogens and Mutagens Directive

▪ OELs - Occupational Exposure Limits - 1st list

▪ Plan Protection Products Regulation

Top origin of users 

Bulgaria, Germany, Cyprus, Italy, Romania, France, 
Belgium, USA, Croatia, Spain

User sessions/day: 

Avg. ~500

Page views/day

Avg. ~1000
Time spent: 
Avg. ~2.5min

Total visits in 2022: 310 000



THANK YOU! 

        Q&A
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Thank you
ECHA-EUCLEF@echa.europa.eu

Connect with us

@EU_ECHA @EUECHA

European Chemicals Agency @one_healthenv_eu

EUchemicals

echa.europa.eu/podcasts

echa.europa.eu/subscribe
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